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The Board of Directors 
spent many hours on the 
2010 budget and the num-
erous issues surrounding 
its development. The 
Board discussed the var-
ious budgetary issues with 
numerous parties includ-
ing residents in atten-
dance at the community 
board meeting on October 
27, 2009, Ed Shew, Don 
Castagna (community 
representative), and 
WCA’s  auditor, Jim 
McFadden. After much 
deliberation the Board has 
agreed to waive the debt 

and to fund the reserve 
accounts (separate) be-
ginning early in 2010. 
This means that the re-
serve funds will begin to 
accumulate as designed 
and will be funded each 
year to build up the capi-
tal needed to maintain 
WeatherStone. While the 
Board was able to reduce 
contract costs it was ne-
cessary to increase the 
monthly fees to move 
towards the full funding 
amount specified in The 
Reserve Study by Falcon 
Engineering. The Board 

also built a small 
amount into the budget 
to begin to build an ope-
rating surplus to deal 
with a potential crisis 
such as a failure of a 
system, i.e. the pool 
mechanical system or 
HVAC system in the 
clubhouse. These deci-
sions should ensure the 
financial stability of 
WeatherStone Commun-
ity Association for the 
foreseeable future and to 
maintain the value of the 
homes in our com-
munity. 

It has been two years since the current WeatherStone Board of Directors was 
elected. Numerous accomplishments focusing on the following three goals for 
the WeatherStone Community Association were obtained: 

• Community Involvement – Committees were established to assist the 
Board - Architectural, Landscaping, Pool, Snow, Website, and Welcoming. 

• Information Sharing – Topics of interest to the community were shared at 
Community/Board meetings, through the newsletter and the website. 

• Fiscal Responsibility – It was necessary to increase the association fees 
the past two years to support the expenses of the community and maintain 
the value of our homes. The primary reasons for these increases are:  
1. the need to establish a reserve fund for future replacement costs, 
2. the builder stopped the “builder contributions” to the WCA  (this was a 

voluntary annual contribution by the builder), and 
3. the incomplete occupancy of the community. 

WCA would not have been able to accomplish the list on page 3 without the 
teamwork of the Board of Directors, the assistance of the committees and  
committee members, and the support of the community.  
Have a happy holiday and a safe New Year! 
Thank you!                                                 Jim Hall 
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Board of Directors 
Jim Hall, President 
452 Fairmont Drive 

Ed Donaghy, Treasurer 
480 Fairmont Drive 

John Stoudt, Secretary 
309 Sundance Drive 

Management 
Shew Community 

Management, Inc. 
P. O.  Box 1605 
West Chester, PA 19380 
www.shewmanagement.com 
610-431-3436 

Committees 
Architectural 

     Candace Stoudt 

Landscape 

     Christine VandePol 

Pool 

     Sandra Ellmore 

Snow Removal 

     Charlie Kessler 

Website 

     Chris Jones 

Welcoming 

     Marlene Naylor 

A color version of the newsletter is available on our website. 
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Meetings Scheduled for 2010 
   

Notes: 

   

 

 

   

 

NIA 

NIA combines move- 
ment from the martial 
arts, healing arts and 
dance arts to deliver a 
fun, safe, effective 
cardiovascular workout 
for the whole body.  
Women and men of all 
skills levels are wel-
come!  NIA is like no 
other fitness class you've 
experienced...so join us 
and give NIA a try! 
The WeatherStone NIA 
class will resume in 
January at the club-
house. Classes will be 
held on Monday and 
Wednesday beginning  
Monday, January 4th, at 
9:00 am and 
Wednesday, January 6th 
at 8:30 am. 
Sessions are 8 weeks 
long and cost $68 for 
one class per week or 
$136 for two classes per 
week. 
A drop in fee is $10.00. 
For more information 
contact Zola Vapenik 
610-458-7101 or 
zolaverne@aol.com 
 

 

YOGA 

Yoga is being held at the 
Simply Yoga Studios 
(598 Wharton Blvd) in 
the Shoppes at Wharton 
in our sister community 
Eagleview. There are a 
variety of class levels 
and times available to 
suit your unique 
practice. 
www.Simplyyogastudios.com 

The Board of Directors announces two meetings the beginning of 2010 prior 
to the election and seating of the new Board of Directors. 
 
Tuesday, January 26, 2010 – Community/Board Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

Club House 
 Budget Update, Landscape Plan, Election Discussion 

 
Monday, May 10, 2010 - Annual meeting @ 7:00 pm 

The Inn at Chester Springs, Route 100, Lionville, PA 
Annual Audit, Committee Updates, Seating of the New Board of 
Directors (This is the first date the auditor is availability) 

 

(Directions: The Inn is on Route 100 South on the left, about 1 mile below the 

Turnpike. Exit to the right just before light, left onto Route 100 to Inn on the right.) 

• DiStefano Landscaping will be doing winter pruning of our landscape 
shrubby sometime in the near future. 

• There will be a guided landscape walk scheduled for the late spring or 
early summer conducted by the landscape committee. 

• There will be another garden crawl scheduled in the summer for those 
interested in sharing their gardens, big and small, with other residents. 

• Do not forget to check our website periodically as there are additions 
to it on a regular basis. 

• Remember if you would like to communicate with the Board please 
do it through Shew Management. 

• Reminder: As defined in our community documents, if you are behind 
in your monthly fees you may not vote in the upcoming election or 
attend the annual meeting. 

• The Board is currently rewriting the management company contract 

which will be put out for bid in early 2010. 

And a Happy New Year! 
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Landscape Update 

The Landscape Committee advises the Board on management of 
the common landscape areas (including the 7 parks) and the 
townhome landscaping. The Committee was asked to develop 
future plans for each area. Maintenance of high quality turf and 
improvements to Forest Park were identified as high 

 

 

   

 

 

 

priorities. Soil aeration will occur in 2010 to rejuvenate 
the turf. Preliminary plans for Forest Park have been 
developed based on the 2005 Natural Lands Trust 
(natlands.org) stewardship plan for WeatherStone. The 
2005 plan has been posted to the WeatherStone website. 
Actions planned include clean up of brushy overgrowth 
around park edges, improved path maintenance, and 
removal of invasive species. The largest invasive 
species in the park is the Norway maple tree which has 
already spread hundreds of new seedlings. On the 
website you can read an excellent article on Norway 
maples. The largest trees have been marked for removal, 
as well as a few trees which overhang paths and pose a 
hazard. Young native trees have also been identified in 
the Park and will be retained and encouraged. New trees 
such as dogwoods, redbuds, and oaks may be planted as 
needed and as the budget allows. The rock garden in 
Forest Park has already been renovated – be sure to visit 
it in spring! Responsibility for keeping the paths clear 
and the grassy area mowed is being assumed by the 
landscape contractor. Residents are asked to do their 
part to make the park a pleasant spot by not dumping 

yard waste or other refuse there.       Christine VandePol 

WCA Accomplishments in 2008 - 2009 
Community Involvement 

� Involved approximately 50 community members on the various committees. 

Information Sharing 

� Shared information via community meetings, 14 newsletters, and the website. 

Fiscal Responsibility 
� Built a more realistic 2009 budget based on actual occupancy not full occupancy. 

� Restructured the terms of Board members to ensure community continuity. 

� Initiated The Reserve Study and finalized a plan for replacement funding. 

� Waived the $68,000.00 debt caused by underfunding of reserve accounts by prior Board. 

� Implemented The Reserve Study recommendations in incremental steps to avoid large fee increases. 

� Increased capital and initial contribution fees – increased income by over $3,500.00. 

� Rewrote and bid landscaping, snow removal and pool contracts - improved services, lowered costs. 

� Reached agreement with WVT to not clear the common area sidewalks - saving $10,000. 

� Organized maintenance/repair work done by residents – saving $6,000. 

� Updated the WCA Rules and Regulations 

� Saved $2,280 on tree removal at clubhouse by using a local contractor. 

� Acquired additional clubhouse furniture – no cost to WCA. 

� Restructured the budget format to isolate single family home, common area, and villas expenses. 

� Increased late fees to cover “lost revenue” and legal expenses of foreclosures, sheriff sale, and 

late/nonpayment of association fees. 

� Recovered over $10,000 from Aqua PA for overcharging of fire hydrants. 

� Had items repaired by the builder – i.e. club house basement cleanup, Rose Park drainage 
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Book Club Schedule 
  

  
 

 
 

The book club meetings are held the 4th 
Wednesday of month @ 7 pm at the home of 
the hostess listed.  Please contact Candace 
Stoudt (610-458-1996 or 
cstoudt309@gmail.com) to let her know if you 
will be unable to attend the discussion. If you 
would like to join the club, give Candace a call 
or email her. 

 

  

Holiday Lighting               
    

 

This year the Board of 

Directors built the cost 

of the seasonal lighting 

into the landscape 

contract with DiStefano 

Landscaping. Much of 

what DiStefano did was 

at his own initiative, 

including the number of 

light strands, the way 

the lights were applied 

to the trees, the icicle 

lights on the gazebos, 

and other touches. 

Many residents have 

commented to the 

Landscape Committee 

and the Board expressing 

how pleased they are with 

the holiday lighting this 

year and the fact that we 

were able to do 

Evergreen Park again. 

Our hats are off to Don 

DiStefano and his crew. 

 

 

 January 26, 2010 - The Elegance of the 

Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery 

Hostesses: Lucia D’Angelo/Cheryl Rorke 

961 Pinehurst Drive 
                       
February 24, 2010 - Maisie Dobbs by Jacqueline 
Winspear 
Hostess: Kathy Diana, 

341 Sundance Drive 
                            
March 24, 2010 - Shanghai Girls by Lisa See 
Hostess: Sue Hall 

452 Fairmont Drive 
  
April 27, 2010 - Born on a Blue Day: Inside the 
Extraordinary Mind of an Autistic Savant by 
Daniel Tammet 
Hostess: Christine Kamon 

180 Windgate Drive 
                   
May 25, 2010 - Crazy for the Storm: A Memoir 
of Survival by Norman Ollestad 
Hostess: Jennifer Marques 

490 Fairmont Drive 
 

June 22, 2010 - Brooklyn by Colm Toibin 
Hostess: Linda Powell 

301 Sundance Drive 
 
The book club has a lot of fun over lively 
discussion and light fare. Come join them at their 
next meeting.  
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Board Communication with WVA 
   

Snow Contract Awarded to DiStefano 
   

 

 

The Board, in its 
continued effort to get 
improved services and 
reduced costs for 
WeatherStone, rebid 
the snow removal 
contract this year. 
After the bidding 
process and many 
conversations with 
DiStefano Landscape, 
the snow removal 
committee and the 
Board unanimously 
approved using them 
as our snow removal 
contractor. The 

contract this year and 
for the next two years 
included the snow 
removal for the villas 
and most of the 
common areas. It is a 
fixed price contract for 
three years at an annual 
rate of $35,397 for a 
total average savings of 
$11,374 per year. The 
table below shows what 
WeatherStone has paid 
each year over the last 
five years with an 
average cost of 
$46,771. We have 

already endured three 
snow falls and can say 
that the work done by 
DiStefano has been much 
better than the work done 
in the last few years. As 
you look at the numbers 
below remember in the 
early years WeatherStone 
was a much smaller 

community. 

 

 

The 2010 

Holiday Trash 

Pickup 

Schedule 
 

The 2010 schedule 

is not available at 

this time! Blozenski 

will be emailing it 

to the editor as soon 

as it is available. 
 

 

Bulk Trash 

Pickup 

 
Large items may be 
put out for trash 
pickup the first 
Thursday of every 
month. 
 

The Board sent a seven page letter to West Vincent Associates (WVA) 
outlining a number of concerns. The responses follow: 

• Numerous incomplete items in WeatherStone Common areas. 
o WVA believes that they completed things as per the 

specifications and West Vincent Township codes and will do 
nothing further. 

• The decision by the builder to no longer pay an annual fee. 
o This is actually supported, in their favor, by our community 

documents; however, WVA has offered to pay a full monthly 
fee for all developed lots. The Board has accepted this offer. 

• The underfunding of WeatherStone. 
o WVA associates actually put an additional $281,000 into 

WeatherStone over the years to support our community. This 
still left WCA with a deficit in the reserve accounts. 

• Voting privileges by West Vincent Associates in WCA election. 
o They will continue to vote in the election for Board members 

which is supported in our community documents. 
While the Board felt obligated to send this communication it was not hopeful 
that many of the items would be addressed favorably; however, WVA did 

extend the offer noted above. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Average New Rate Savings/Year 

$45,809 $22,112 $89,119 $44,807 $32,009 $46,771 $35,397 $11,374 
 

Snow Removal 

If there are any problems, questions, or complaints in 
regards to areas not cleared, please call 610-269-9800. 
Leave your name, community name, street location, and 
reason for call. The contractor will pick up the message 

and handle your complaint. 
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Board Raises Late Fee 
   

 
   

 

   

 

All three Board seats are up for re-election early in 2010, with the new 
Board being seated at the annual meeting, May 10, 2010. The Board had the 
By-Laws changed to have one of the three Board seats elected each year so 
that there is continuity on the Board. The change is not retroactive. The 
three newly elected officers will serve varying length terms. The at large 
position will serve a three year term, the single family home position will 
serve a two year term, and the villa position will serve a one year position. 
The subsequent elections will fill one seat each year for a three year term. If 
you are interested you should complete the form to be mailed by Shew 
Community Management early in 2010. 

  

Welcome Our New 

Neighbors to 

WeatherStone 
 
Charles Hanss 
   154 Windgate Drive 
Lisa and John Tassone 
310 Sundance Drive 

Jacob and Randi Yasgul 
   178 Windgate Drive 
 
As a new resident you can 
expect a visit from a mem-
ber of the welcoming com-
mittee, if you have not al-
ready received one. We 
hope you enjoy Weather-
Stone as much as we do. If 
you would like your name, 
address, phone number, and 
email address added to the 
directory, please contact 
Jim Hall at: 
jimhall1472@msn.com 
 

Renters: 

Jeff & Jill Rusiewicz 
120 Windgate 

Kelli Hall 
170 Windgate 

Kevvon & Denise Burdette 
191 Windgate 

Nicloe Demech 
216 Windgate 

Steve Woodgate 
312 Sundance 

Michael Storti 
476 Fairmont 

Ramy & Kelly Boghdadi 
493 Fairmont 

Craig Edelbrook 
6905 Plum 
 

Delinquency Policy – The association fee is due the first day of every 
month. Please make your check payable to: WeatherStone Community 
Association. If payment is not received in the management office by the 30th 
day of the month, a late fee of $20.00 will be placed on your account. The 
first late letter will go out within the first five days of the next month. If the 
fee still has not been paid by the end of the second month past due, an 
additional fee will be charged to the account and the account will be turned 

over to legal counsel for collection. Legal fees may apply. 

Please Curb Your Dog! 
The Board of Directors wishes to remind residents 
that uncollected dog waste is a genuine health hazard. 
The spread of diseases can be minimized through the 
use of doggy bags when walking your dog through the 
neighborhood. There have been numerous complaints 
that dog waste is not being collected in Forest Park. 
Some have said that they will not let their children 
play in this park because of the dog waste. So please 
pick up your dog’s droppings. 
We need everyone’s assistance policing this continual 
problem. If you see someone not complying with this 
courtesy/obligation please contact Shew Management 
with their name and/or address so a letter and possible 
fine notification can be sent to the offender. 
Thank you for your assistance! 

Election for Board of Director Positions 
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WVT Snow Removal Ordinance 
   

Computer Classes at the Library 
   

"Feeding Birds -- Inviting Nature to Dinner" 
   

 

 

January 9, 2010 (Saturday) 2 pm - 4 pm - Free to the public 

In response to National Bird Feeding Month, the Henrietta Hankin Library 
is sponsoring this program on the basics of feeding birds. It is perfect for the 
entire family. This lecture (in the meeting room) will feature product 
demonstrations; feeder, water and planting ideas for your garden; anecdotes 
of past exciting feeder birds in the region; along with the simple joy of 
inviting wildlife into your life. The program will conclude with a bird walk 
in the area around the library, where we hope to see many of the birds 
discussed in the lecture. The program is open to all ages and experience 
levels. Bring warm clothing, walking shoes and binoculars. 
Species we'll look for: House Finch, Goldfinch, Cardinal, Junco, White-
throated Sparrow, Downy Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, and 
Carolina Wren among the birds at the feeders, and waterfowl on the ponds.  
You never know what else we might encounter...                  Andrea Berstler 

 

 

The Hankin Library is pleased to announce a return of our popular one-on-
one computer training. Sign up at the Reference Desk for a ½ hour session of 
free, one-on-one computer tutoring. We can assist you with setting up a new 
email account, formatting a document in Word, using the library’s catalog 
and more. One-on-One Computer Tutor Sessions will be available Tuesday 
from 2-4 and Thursday from 5-7 beginning January 2, 2010. Registration is 
required at least 24 hours in advance.  Please sign up with your name, phone 

number and the topic you would like to cover.                         Andrea Berstler 

Found: 

Bracelet – A bracelet 
was found on Windgate 
Drive near 
WeatherStone Park. If 
you think it may be 
yours please contact 
Maryann Munn at 
610-458-2350. 
 

Lost: 
A knotted silver earring 
was lost somewhere 
along this circuit – 
Pinehurst (near 401), to 
Fairmont, to Linden, to 
the walking path 
between Linden and 
Pinehurst. If you found 
it please call 610-458-
9823. Thank you! 
Reward offered! 
 
 

 
 
If you have in item of 
interest for the 
newsletter please do not 
hesitate to contact the 
editor at 
jstoudt309@gmail.com or 
610-458-1996. 
We are always looking 
information to be 
placed in the WCA 

newsletter. 

 

A reminder, the West Vincent Township Snow Ordnance is in place. Here is a 
summary of the ordinance. 

• You may not park a car on the street two hours after a snow fall has begun 
until the storm is over and the snow has been plowed. 

• Township employees have the authority to have any car parked on the 
street during a snow storm removed by an authorized towing service at 
your expense. Notice shall be given to the owner of the removal. 

• The owner shall remove snow or ice from the sidewalks within 24 hours of 
the end of the storm. 

• A summary offense may lead to a fine of not more than $1,000.00. 

• Trash and recycling containers should not be placed in the street during a 
snow/ice storm. 

You should review the full ordnance on the WVT website at - 
http://www.westvincenttwp.org/. 
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We’re on the Web! 

 

http://sites.google.com/

site/weatherstonepa/ 

 

 

 

 

 

WeatherStone Community 

Association 

c/o Shew Community 
Management, Inc. 

P. O.  Box 1605 
West Chester, PA 19380 
 

Phone: 

 610-431-3436 

 
Fax: 

610-430-8160 
 

Website: 

www.shewmanagement.com 
 
 

Resident Name 

Street Address 

City, State, Zip Code 
 

WeatherStone Community Association 

c/o Shew Community Management, Inc. 
P. O.  Box 1605 
West Chester, PA 19380 
 

December 19, 2009 

Accessing our website: 
Please contact Chris 
Jones cjones@seic.com 
to be registered for 
access to the private 
side of our website.  A 
current email address 
is required to register.  


