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       A Planned Community in Chester Springs, Pennsylvania         June 2015 

Volume 8       WeatherStone Community Association Newsletter       Number 3 
   
Budget Update – As of May 31, 2015 (unaudited). 
 Budget Actual Variance 
Income  $173,730 $163,486 $10,244 
Expense  $88,789 $78,751 ($10,467) 
Current Year Net Income (Loss)  ($223) 
 
2014 Reserves – As of May 31, 2015 (unaudited). 
 YTD Total 
Common Area $16,667 $145,980 
Townhomes $18,588 $188,426 
Interest $542 --------- 
Capital Contributions $3,500 --------- 
 
The Truth about “Reserve Accounts” - The WeatherStone Homeowners Association 
maintains two Reserve Accounts, one to which all residents of WeatherStone contribute and 
another to which only the townhome owners contribute.  These contributions, plus the amount 
allocated to each resident (single family or Townhome) for the maintenance of the community 
are what comprise your monthly Homeowners Association Dues. 
The intent of these two Reserve Accounts is to accumulate enough capital so that upon the end of 
the useful life of an asset jointly owned by the community (or townhouse owner) sufficient funds 
will exist to cover the majority of the replacement cost. 
In the case of the Common Reserve Account, an item such as the resurfacing of the pool (which 
was done last year) was paid for with funds from that account. 
In the case of townhomes, the Townhome Reserve Account has been accumulating funds to be 
used to REPLACE major exterior systems of the townhouse upon their reaching their anticipated 
life.  These funds are not intended for the MAINTENANCE of the townhome exterior; those 
expenses are the financial responsibility of the individual owner.  In order to maintain the 
appearance and integrity of the townhome, the owner may request assistance with a maintenance 
issue; the HOA will often (after notifying the owner) perform maintenance work on a unit and 
charge the owner for that additional work.  
Often townhome owners are under the misconception that all work done to the outside of their 
home is the responsibility of the HOA.  Unfortunately, this is not the case.  The monthly fees 
collected are not sufficient nor were they ever intended for that to be the case. 
In order to maintain the uniform appearance of the townhomes, prior Board approval of any 
exterior maintenance or alterations is required.   
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Response to Questions at Annual Meeting – A number of questions were raised at the 
annual meeting. Here are those questions and the Board response. 

• It was suggested that WCA adds up-lighting in Rose Park. There are numerous items that 
need to be considered in reference to this request. 
 The Board would consider undertaking this in as many unlit parks as possible not just 

in one park. 
 Costs weigh heavily on the decision to move forward. When the WeatherStone Park 

ground lighting was upgraded a couple of years ago, the cost for just the fixtures was 
$3,500. That cost did not include any underground wiring or the addition of the 
electrical meter and panel which are in place at three parks that have lighting. So the 
cost to do just one park would be in excess of $6,000. 

• It was suggested to pre-approve multiple roofing contractors, and roof colors, so residents 
do not have to submit an architectural/landscape request for a roof replacement. This may 
seem like a good idea. The Board thoroughly reviews every request which includes 
monitoring the effective date and the validity of the insurance certificate. The process we 
use has found out-of-date certificates and questionable dealings by some contractors. 

• It was suggested that multiple mailbox designs be approved for installation without 
approval. While there should be a uniform style of mailbox in WeatherStone numerous 
residents have replaced their mailbox with one of their own choosing without permission. 
The Board is looking into the possibility of this request. 

• Residents have mentioned adult swims over the years. The Board will be instituting adult 
swim times on a trial basis this swim season. 

 
Architectural/Landscape Requests – Why are these requests important? People chose to 
live in WeatherStone because it is an attractive, well maintained community. We all contribute 
funds on a monthly basis to maintain the quality of our community that drew us here initially. No 
one wants the wrong materials and/or a non-conforming color used on the outside of a house, 
inappropriate gardens added to the landscape, invasive plants placed in a garden, or the house 
and garden next door not maintained. The Board asks for certain documents in the approval 
process to ensure that WeatherStone maintains its appeal and to protect the home owner’s 
investment.  Discrepancies have been picked up in the approval process that have resulted in an 
improved final outcome. This protects both the home owner and the community. Outdated 
contractor insurance certificates or inappropriate materials and plants selected by applicants have 
also been found in the application process. So please submit your plan with the form available on 
the Shew Community Management (SCM) or WeatherStone websites to SCM. You should 
submit as much information as you can with your request, including construction drawings/plans, 
specification of materials, the contractor insurance certificate, and adjoining neighbor 
acknowledgments. While the committee and the Board do everything they can to turn the 
requests around in a timely fashion, please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the approval process. 
Each request is considered individually with respect to lot location and conditions. Special 
consideration is sometimes given to individual homeowner situations regarding dogs, children, 
special needs occupants, etc. The form can be downloaded from our website at: 
http://sites.google.com/site/weatherstonepa/          Rules and Regulations, Page 13. 
 

http://sites.google.com/site/weatherstonepa/�
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Pool Update - This year we contracted with a new pool company, AquaSafe. Feedback to date 
has been very positive. The pool is clean and the lifeguard is very attentive. If you notice 
anything or have questions, contact Shew Management. 
Over the past few years, the Board has received requests for adult swim time. A pilot program is 
going to be initiated for the month of July. On weekends and holidays, there will be an adult 
swim from 1:50 - 2 pm and a second one from 3:50 - 4 pm. At the end of the month, the program 
will be evaluated and a decision made whether to continue adult swim time or not. Your 
comments and suggestions are welcome. 
In the past, the previous pool management company offered swim lessons. The lifeguard 
who gave these lessons had the option to join AquaSafe but chose not to. Therefore, at this time 
swim lessons are not available. AquaSafe is in the process of searching for a replacement.  If one 
is found, the Board will notify WeatherStone residents. 
 
Concrete Repairs – WCA is contracting to have sidewalk repairs made in the near future. 
Our landscaper, DiStefano Landscape Services, will be coordinating these repairs. They are 
willing to extend the pricing to our residents if the work is done at the same time they do the 
community work. If you have concrete work that you would like to have done please contact 
their office at 610-269-9800 and ask for Toni. The price is estimated at $140 per square 
(approximately 16 square feet) which could vary slightly based on the amount of work. 
 
Friends of WeatherStone – The Board would like to recognize these residents who have 
contributed to our community. 
Bill Dietrich – Bill has been serving on the township Sustainability and Parks and Recreation 
committees. It was Bill’s concept to do the township community garden. 
John D. Smith – Smitty agreed to serve on the WeatherStone board as the single family home 
representative when that seat went unfilled in a recent election. He served a full term as treasurer 
keeping the board up-to-date on our finances utilizing his financial expertise. 
A special thanks to these residents for being good neighbors.  
If you would like to have someone mentioned here please let the Board know through SCM. 
 
Please Curb Your Dog - There have been numerous complaints that dog waste is not being 
collected in our parks, on lawns and gardens, and walking trails. The Board of Directors wishes 
to remind residents that uncollected dog waste is a genuine health hazard. The spread of diseases 
can be minimized through the use of doggy bags when walking your dog through the 
neighborhood. So please pick up your dog’s waste. When one allows their dog to defecate or 
urinate in gardens or on shrubs, it places plants under stress and can kill the plant (especially 
young, newly planted items). Residents put a lot of time, effort, and resources into their gardens. 
Please respect other’s property.    Rules and Regulations, Page 5, Item 1. 
 
Parking - Please remember that on-street parking is governed by West Vincent Township. 
Since our streets are narrow the Township passed an ordinance restricting parking to one side of 
the street. Parking in the alleys is governed by WCA documents, which only permits parking on 
the parking approaches to the garages. Please be considerate of your neighbors and park in your 
garages or on your driveways. If you must park on the street, then be respectful of your 
neighbors and our service providers (deliveries, mail, snow, trash) and do not park too close to 
driveways, mailboxes, or directly across from the entrance to driveway or alleys.  
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From time-to-time the Board sees the need to make changes to the Rules and Regulations. The 
following go into effect immediately. 
 
GENERAL USE GUIDELINES 

15. PODs may be placed on a resident’s driveway/parking pad for a period of no more than 
two weeks with the permission of the Board of Directors. 

 
16. Community garage/yard sales may be held on the Saturday of the third weekend in May 

and October each year with rain date the following day.  Signs (meeting WCA guidelines 
– page 5) may be posted two days prior to the yard sale and must be taken down the next 
day. 
 

RULES OF THE COMMUNITY 
13. Solicitation. Solicitation is strictly prohibited in WeatherStone. If someone comes to your 

house soliciting ask to see a permit. If there is no permit, contact the township police at 
610-458-3205. 

 
TOWNHOME OWNER RESPONSIBILITY/PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
Insurance. Owners are required by the governing documents to insure the entire unit.  This 
includes the exterior of the unit owned by you. Although the Association has the responsibility 
for the eventual replacement of the exterior elements set forth above, it has no ownership interest 
in the unit itself and cannot and does not insure it.  Contributions to the replacement costs are 
included in the reserve portion of assessments collected for this purpose.  While performance of 
maintenance work is the Association’s responsibility to assure quality, uniformity and harmony 
in the community, the financial obligation for those maintenance repairs belong to the Owner of 
the unit. Similarly, the Association’s is not obligated to pay the cost of repairs or unscheduled 
replacement necessitated by insured events (including for example, hail or fire).  Repairs or 
replacement required because of an insured event remain the financial responsibility of the 
Owner, whether or not the loss is actually insured. 
For additional information please refer to Declarations of Covenants, Conditions and 
Restrictions . . . Article 9.1 Insurance. Section 9.2 
 
ARCHITECTURAL/LANDSCAPE REQUESTS GUIDELINES 
An Architectural/Landscape Request may only be submitted by a resident. 
Changes to plants in gardens, that may have been damaged by a harsh winter or have died, may 
be replaced by the homeowner without submission of a request, if similar replacement plant 
materials are used. 
NOTE: An approved request expires one year from the date of the Board’s approval if not 
installed before that time. 
 
 
 

Changes to the WeatherStone Community Association 
Rules and Regulations 
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Trash Pickup - The holiday schedule for the remainder of 2015 will not impact our 
trash/recycling pickup schedule. Please note the following: 

• Bulk Collection - One bulk item is removed on the first Thursday of each month by AJ 
Blosenski (AJB). This information was incorrect in previous newsletters. The Board was 
relying on the accuracy of the trash hauler’s website which referred to private residential 
pickup. The WCA is a contract pickup. Examples of bulk items include; mattress/box 
spring, furniture, carpeting, grills, etc. AJB requires that hazardous waste, metal 
appliances, covered electronic devices and construction debris be excluded. 
It is always a good idea to call AJ Blosenski and check (610-942-2707). 

• Yard Waste Collection – Simply bag or bundle your yard debris, AJB accepts up to five 
items at each pick-up. They require grass clippings and leaves to be placed in bags that 
are less than 20lbs each. Twigs and branches can be bundled, less than 3ft.  

 
 
The Do’s and Don’ts 
 
Here are a few friendly reminders/suggestions: 

• You may want to consider having your house pressure washed if there is green algae 
growing on the siding and lattice. 

• The Board suggests that you read our new Rules and Regulations and become familiar 
with them. 

• When in doubt check our community documents or call Shew Community Management. 
• Help the Board by reporting violations or unusual conditions you observe to Shew 

Community Management. 
• Please place your trash receptacles inside of your garage. These attract rodents and can 

become health issues. 
 
 
TThhee  RRoouuttiinneess  
 
Email Addresses Still Needed – The Board is trying to use the capability of Shew 
Community Management (SCM) to send flash email alerts to our residents, as well as, items 
such as the newsletter. So far 170 residents (62%) have opted for this method of communication. 
We need all of you to select this option. Your email address will not be shared or visible to 
anyone else. We ask you to affirm your agreement to participate in email alerts and notifications 
by sending an email to SCM through their website using the “Contact Us” button. This button 
appears in the top right hand corner of the SCM website’s home page. Go to the website: 
http://shewmanagement.com/ click on the button and fill in the boxes. In the “How Can We Help 
You?” box, type in ADD MY EMAIL ADDRESS TO THE LIST. 
NOTE: This also helps keep our mailing costs down and enables the Board to communicate with 
you in a timely fashion. 
 
Community Directory – The Board established a procedure to allow each resident to opt-in 
if they want their contact information to appear in the community directory and if so, which 
information. This directory is solely to allow residents to contact other residents and will not and 

http://shewmanagement.com/�
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should not be used for any other purpose.  Please email our Webmaster, Jess Nadel, at 
jess@csintl.com, if you would like to opt-in and provide the following information: 

Mandatory: Name and Address  Optional: Phone Number and Email  
We assume that if you do not send an email, you are opting out and your contact information will 
not be added to the directory. Feel free to contact Jess, if you have any questions. 
 
Website Access – All of our community documents and other information can be found on 
the private side of our website.  
If you would like access, contact Jess Nadel our website manager, at jess@csintl.com. 
Our website address is: http://sites.google.com/site/weatherstonepa/ 
 
Electronic Notifications – If you would prefer to receive this newsletter and other WCA 
correspondence electronically, please contact SCM.  
 
Use of Club House - The club house is available for rental at a nominal fee. Contact our 
community manager, SCM, for details and to acquire the form. 
Clubhouse facilities include; a sink, refrigerator, microwave, tables and chairs, heat and air 
conditioning, bathroom. Rental does not include: stove, pool. The capacity of the club house is 
approximately 50 persons total (2 rooms).  
 
Contacting the Board of Directors – The Board of Directors asks that if you need to 
contact them please do so through SCM. SCM will log the comment and refer it to the Board for 
a response. You must do that in writing, by phone, or through the SCM website: 
http://shewmanagement.com/contact/. 
SCM’s contact information is: Shew Community Management, Inc., P.O. Box 1605, West 
Chester, PA 19380. Office Phone: 610-431-3436. Fax Number: 610-430-8160. 
 
  
AAccttiivviittiieess  AArroouunndd  WWeeaatthheerrSSttoonnee  
 
Book Club – The WeatherStone book club meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 
7:00 pm. For more information please contact Candace Stoudt at 610-458-1996 or 
cstoudt309@gmail.com.  
The 2014 – 2015 schedule and list of books 
 June 24 Candace Stoudt, 309 Sundance Drive   
  The Homecoming of Samuel Lake by Jenny Wingfield 
 September 23 Hostess to be determined 
  The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt 
 
10th Annual WeatherStone Egg Hunt – WeatherStone’s Annual Egg Hunt was held on 
Sunday, March 29, 2015.  The Egg Hunt welcomed about 50 children and their families to the 
clubhouse/barn area to hunt 600+ filled eggs and enjoy yummy goodies and the company of our 
WeatherStone neighbors.  Thank you to the WeatherStone families whose donations, 
participation, and enthusiasm have made this a much-anticipated community event for an entire 
decade!  Also a big thank you to neighbors Keely Dadamo, Tina Gibson, and Tish and Jeremy 
Calla who have volunteered to keep the Egg Hunt tradition going in 2016!  Donna Benik 

mailto:jess@csintl.com�
http://sites.google.com/site/weatherstonepa/�
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